
What is Hilton Cares? 
Hilton Cares is a scholarship program designed to create opportunities for growth, advancement and recognition for Hilton Team
Members and members of our communities. Through Hilton Cares, Hilton and the Hilton Global Foundation (HGF), in partnership
with Scholarship America, will administer up to $500,000 USD in scholarships to Hilton Team Members  and community members
globally. Funds will be eligible for the upcoming 2025-2026 academic year.

Frequently Asked Questions
?

What is Scholarship America? 
Hilton has partnered with Scholarship America, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization to administer and distribute scholarship
awards to our Team Members and community members.  

How much funding is being awarded?  
Through Hilton Cares, Hilton and the HGF will award up to $500,000 in one-time scholarships and financial assistance to Hilton
Team Members and members of the community passionate about building and growing their careers and inspiring those
interested in hospitality. If selected, each recipient will receive up to $5,000 USD (or currency equivalent) to advance their studies
at an accredited academic institution or certification program.  

Who is eligible to apply to a scholarship?  
The Hilton Cares scholarship program is available to students enrolled in their final year of high school or secondary school as
well as those who are enrolled or plan to enroll in post-secondary, undergraduate, graduate or professional studies programs at
an accredited two- or four-year college, university or vocational technical institutions or CEGEP institutions (or equivalent) for the
entire upcoming academic year (2025-2026). Those who are enrolled or plan to enroll in certification programs that are
organized through an accredited institution and that run on a standard academic semester calendar.  

What can the funds be used for?  
Awards are for qualified education-related expenses only (tuition, fees, books, and required supplies/equipment). Awards
amounts may be adjusted if award exceeds the cost of qualified education-related expenses. 
Funds can be used towards Certification programs, but they must be through an accredited institution and must run on a
standard academic semester calendar. Certification programs must be a minimum of one semester/term in length and
applicants must be enrolled at the time awards are disbursed. 
 
Certification programs examples include: 

CIA Accelerated Culinary Arts Certificate Program 
CIA Online Masters in Food Business 
Certificate in Cyber Security Strategy 

How much will scholarship recipients receive?  
Scholarship recipients will receive up to $5,000 USD to advance their studies at an accredited academic institution or certification
program. Award amounts are listed in U.S. dollars (USD) and award payments will be issued in USD. Recipients may choose to
receive award payments in their local currency when available. Awards amounts may be adjusted if award exceeds the cost of
qualified education-related expenses. 
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Are there any geographic restrictions to scholarship recipients? ?
Please find a list of eligible countries, territories and regions found here.  
 

https://scholarshipamerica.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.ciachef.edu%252fcia-accelerated-culinary-arts-certificate-program%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2CjOEJPZ8cEc183Se12IsxJGetuK0OWtWTyKuW4S9WgBNKjo8rJPcN08ZMofm8Lz6gT3YCOOU36JwEdj6YnQ9hN_qLFd2-PobE9aFkFBPl%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Csarahreid.fletcher%40hilton.com%7C01465c2ccfb244f46ded08dc19209c67%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C638412875215466508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=smrnUrqgBw9VCSfg6NP%2BDlReuitVdebOcR2wMmk5ohM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fmasters.culinary.edu%252ffood-business-masters-degree%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2CrgLmzluyucmFYgvytnbE5pUSXCxWCSjxUy6Nr2-1QQRdHFmpSnl5c7VaGTCMRMg3gfHumSnL-9eG3JZAFThRMxSM1h4j_Aq-_de88syWx16WZQd87Q%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Csarahreid.fletcher%40hilton.com%7C01465c2ccfb244f46ded08dc19209c67%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C638412875215475601%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rhSVm0gC8WpgEwLN5A%2B6MRxRkCubUrzG2uRQLyY6g0U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fscs.georgetown.edu%252fprograms%252f374%252fcertificate-in-cybersecurity-strategy%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2C1ck5Egoy6VfAD7LJx83l-AhKV2HJPBSU0VWoAkmQ7vXE2NPdiznPUSJomqBChIra4Pcu6th4o5uhArxZciP9lTDXLskyGg7EmzmsxnTp%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Csarahreid.fletcher%40hilton.com%7C01465c2ccfb244f46ded08dc19209c67%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C638412875215484021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B75kKE6ayRbR5OHcnWSOK%2B%2F3CyBBU2jFcE2iYT%2BmX18%3D&reserved=0
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/wp-content/uploads/hilton_regions_countries.pdf


What is the age requirement for scholarship recipients? 
There is no age requirement, but recipients must meet the application criteria.  

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I apply if I’m not a hospitality major? 
Yes. While our intent for this program is to offer opportunities for growth and advancement for students with an interest in
hospitality, Hilton Cares is not limited to any field of study. 

?

What is the application process? 
Hilton Team Members and community applicants would apply via the Scholarship America platform:  

Team Member link: https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/hiltoncares-tm/  
Community member link: https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/hiltoncares/ 

 
Scholarship applicants must upload: 

A current, complete transcript of grades. Grade reports are not accepted. Transcripts must display: 
Student name 
School name 
Grades 
Credit hours for each course and term in which each course was taken. 

Upper secondary school diploma or certificate, if earned (International applicants only) 
Results of examinations (International applicants only) 

Application will also include two short character statements / essay responses. 
Please note that English translations are required for any non-English documents. 

How are the applications being judged? What does the selection process
look like? 
Applications will be reviewed by Scholarship America or Hilton and based on a mix of academic profile and essay responses.

How are you distributing the funds?  
Scholarship America processes scholarship payments on behalf of Hilton Global Foundation. 
Payment will be made in August 2025. 

What are the key dates applicants should be aware of? 
December 9, 2024: Application opens 
February 3, 2025: Application closes 
Winners will be notified in April 2025 
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Are you accepting applications in different languages?  
At this time, we are only accepting applications through our partner Scholarship America, who requires applications be
submitted in English. English translations are required for any non-English documents. 
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https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/hiltoncares-tm/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/hiltoncares/

